
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Madeira Senior to March in Holocaust Remembrance 

 
Madeira High School Senior Abby Horwitz will soon be marching through the largest concentration 
camp complex built by the Nazis in Poland during World War II. Joining her will be over 10,000 
marchers, 3,500 of them also high school students.  
 
Abby will be in Poland with International March of the Living; a program that brings together people 
from around the world to learn about the roots of hatred and intolerance during Adolf Hitler’s reign. 
On April 12, participants will march shoulder to shoulder through the Auschwitz concentration camp 
complex on Yom Hashoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day. Their march will honor the hundreds of 
thousands of Jews and prisoners of war who were forced by the Nazis to walk in the death marches 
there from 1940 – 1945. Following the march, a memorial service at one of the Nazi gas chambers 
in Birkenau will honor the lives lost. 
 
The following week, the group will travel to Israel to explore the history of the Jewish people in 
Haifa, Tzfat, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Students will stay with an Israeli host family in Netanya. While 
there they will observe Yom HaZikaron (Israel Memorial Day) and Yom Ha’Atzmaut (Israel 
Independence Day) just as Israelis do.  
 
Abby first learned of the program when her brother Austin took part in it in 2012. “I’m looking 
forward to being surrounded by thousands of others who have been affected by the tragedy of the 
Holocaust in the exact location where it happened,” Abby said. “We are still here.”  
 
The Mayerson JCC, in partnership with the Holocaust & Humanity Center,  
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organizes the March of the Living. High school students 
are eligible to apply for the program in their sophomore, 
junior or senior year. Participants attend six sessions to 
review Holocaust history, Israeli culture, and meet other 
students they’ll be traveling with.   
 
Abby’s high school counselor, Vince Rahnfeld, has had 
former students take part in the program. “Students 
return from the trip in a reflective mode after 
experiencing the world with an enhanced view of 
historical events and current context,” he stated. “The 
program is intense, moving and powerful.” 
 
This year commemorates the 30th anniversary of March 
of the Living, as well as Israel’s 70th birthday. 
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